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DIPENDENZA DA SOSTANZE: DEFINIZIONE 
da: «Principi generali della posizione italiana contro l'uso di droghe» 
Dipartimento Politiche Antidroga 
1 Novembre 2011 

• La tossicodipendenza è una malattia prevenibile, 

curabile e guaribile che spesso ha andamento cronico 

e recidivante. 
 

• La tossicodipendenza è una malattia del cervello, 

complessa e fortemente invalidante, correlata a 

disturbi comportamentali, rischi infettivi e psichiatrici 

con gravi conseguenze sociali per l’individuo. 
 

• La tossicodipendenza è una malattia conseguente 

all’espressione di un iniziale comportamento 

volontario di assunzione di sostanze che mette ad alto 

rischio la salute della persona. 



DIPENDENZA DA SOSTANZE:          
MALATTIA MULTI PROBLEMATICA 

Disturbi PSICHIATRICI 

Malattie INFETTIVE  

POLIASSUNZIONE  

Deficit  

COGNITIVI 

PROSTITUZIONE 

Attività CRIMINALI 

Non sviluppo di SOCIAL SKILL 

Perdita PRODUTTIVITA’ REDITTUALE 

Rischio OVERDOSE 
INCIDENTALITA’ E VIOLENZE 
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Problemi 
med. 

infettivologici 

Problemi 
psicologici 

Problemi 
educativi 

Problemi 
sociali 

Problemi 
med. 

psichiatrici  

MULTI 

PROBLEMATICITA’ 

MEDICI INT. e 
INFERMIERI 

PSICOLOGI 

EDUCATORI 
ASSISTENTI 

SOCIALI 

PSICHIATRI 

MULTI 

DISCIPLINARIETA’ 

SERD 

COMUNITA’ 

OSPEDALE 
COMUNE e 

SCUOLA 

PREFETTURA 
e CARCERE  

ORGANIZZAZIONE  

INTEGRATA 

Una scelta obbligata 
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Global and integrated approach 

ALCOHOL 

GAMBLING 
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New Addiction Approach: 
«Neuroscience, a master key» 

Neuroscience 

«Addictology»  

Psychiatry   
Internal 

Medicine 
Pharmacology  
and Toxicology   

Psychology  
and  

Social  
science  

 

Neurology  
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New Addiction Approach: 
reorient the reading of the phenomenon  

and the organization of public health systems 

Neuroscience  
and addiction phisiopatology 

Prevention  
 

Vulnerability  
Neuro- 

educational 
approach 

Diagnosis  
Prefrontal 
cortex role 
Behaviours 

and NB 
systems 

 

Treatment 
and care 

 
Different 

response and 
relapse risk  

Riabilitation 
and 

Recovery  
Different 

outcome and 
relapse risk  
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Transdisciplinarity 

Why Mind, Brain, and Education Scienceis the 

"New" Brain-Based Education 

Dr. Tracey Tokuhama-Espinosa, Ph.D. 

Director of IDEA (Instituto de Enseñanza y 

Aprendizaje or Teaching and Learning Institute), and 

Professor of Education and Neuropsychology at the of 

the University of San Francisco in Quito, Ecuador 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

Social  
science  
and  
intervention 

http://education.jhu.edu/newhorizons/Journals/Winter2011/Contributor Biographies
http://education.jhu.edu/newhorizons/Journals/Winter2011/Contributor Biographies
http://education.jhu.edu/newhorizons/Journals/Winter2011/Contributor Biographies
http://education.jhu.edu/newhorizons/Journals/Winter2011/Contributor Biographies
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New Addiction Approach: 
reorient the clinical model, budgeting and the organization of 

public health systems 

Neuroscience  
and addiction phisiopatology 
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Terapie ed interventi:  
 - Integrate 
 - Sinergiche 
 - Modulabili nel tempo 
 - A termine (!) 
 - Orientati al recupero 

Recupero funzioni 

decisione e controllo  
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DPA: international 

collaborations and 

scientific research 

activities on neuroscience  

Giovanni Serpelloni – M.D. 
Head Antidrugs Policy Department 

Presidency of the Council of Ministers 
 

g.serpelloni@governo.it 
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DPA project: activation of 2 new centers 
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Brain Laboratory of Neuropsychology  
and Brain Imaging, Milwaukee, USA 

Media Research Lab,  
Department of Psychology 

University Hospital of Psychiatry,  
University Bern, Svizzera 

Ongoing International collaborations 



Prevention Strategy and Policy Makers 

G. Serpelloni 2012 

DPA ITALIAN COLLABORATIVE CENTRES 
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DPA Action and Research Projects 

National projects  

Italian Regions 

European projects  

International projects 

United Nations Organisations 
(UNICRI- UNODC) 



Long term projects:                                                                                                                       
The plan containing the Research projects that Italy has 
financed in 2010 – 2012 with activity until 2015. The 
projects that have been activated based on their 
implementation priority.  

DPA Collaborative Centers Network: 
The responsibility of the projects has been given to 
highly qualified agencies and organizations with whom 
the Department of Anti-drug Policies has stipulated 
conventions and collaboration agreements that 
determine their relationship. 

DPA - Research Funds 2010 – 2012  

(Projects Master Plan) 



 

* Prevention in teens, family and schools and women; Prevention for workers in risky jobs; Prevention of alcohol and drug related traffic accidents. 

 

Prevention* 

Prevention of related 
diseases 

Treatment: Addiction 
Department 

Recovery 

Epidemiology and 
evaluation 

Alert system and 
technological innovation 

Clinical Management 
and organization   

Neuroscience 
Research 

Training and update 
courses 

International activity 

Investment areas for 2010 - 2012 
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Projects Master Plan of DPA 2010: 26,500.000 euro  
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Projects Master Plan of DPA 2011-2012: 17,000.000 euro  



Progetto Italian NIDA Point 

Collaborative Centres Network - DPA 



Collaborative Centres Networks - DPA 

Progetto Italian NIDA Point 
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MedNet - International Working Group 

Participating  
Countries: 

 
Algeria 
Cyprus  
Egypt 
France 
Greece 
Israel 

Jordan 
Lebanon 

Libia 
Morocco 

Spain 
Tunisia 

Rome 
Meeting 
2012 



ONDCP 
WHITE HOUSE  

OFFICE OF NATIONAL DRUG 

ONDCP 11 july 2011 WDC  NIDA 25 july 2011 Rome 
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Memorandum of intent 
(Washington 11 july 2011) 

http://www.politicheantidroga.it/comunicazione/notizie/2012/febbraio/italia-usa-.aspx


Prevention Strategy and Policy Makers 

G. Serpelloni 2012 



Prevention Strategy and Policy Makers 

G. Serpelloni 2012 

Memorandum of Intent between NIDA and DPA  
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Solidarity Consortium for 

prevention strategies and 

intervention of drug use 
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Mohamed Zouggar, Graca Ana Da Conceicao, Claudia Rafling, Paulina Duarte, Angelo Fernandes Gioia, Gen. Neak Yuthea, Aaron Coe, Carlos Vallejo, 

Rodrigo Velez Valarezo, Rafael Parreno Navas, Amr A. Osman, Ali Hassan Amer, Andres A. Ramirez Medrano, Daniel J.Menninger, Laura D’Arrigo, 

Minerva Melpomeni Malliori, Luky Veronica Lopez Angulo, Yair Geller, Akihiro Nakamura, Firas S. A. Al Khateeb, William Okedi, Alymbai Sultanov, Janis 

Bekmanis, Mounir Abdel Kalek, Adel Machmouchi, Auob Alashegam, Marilyn Clark, Brekke Torbjorn K., Safa Arafat, Ramon Bartolì, Rommel Garcia, 

Viveca Catalig, Jose Aurelio, Manuel Cardoso, Ana Sofia Santos, Mikhail Kiyko, Vladimir Vysotskiy, Platon Ratskevich, Alexander Zezyulin, Mauro 

Fiorini, Maria Sofia Aragon, Francisco de Asis Babin Vich, Ruth Jacoby, Emil Wannheden, Isabelle Widmer, Alisher K. Tashripov, Mammetdurdy Sopyyev, 

Volodymyr Tymoshenko, Abdul Rahman Alowais, “Maj. Gen. Abdul Jaleel Mahdi , Mohammad Al Asmawi”, Paul Chandwani, Bora Dushku, Richard 

Baum, Iladar R. Shigabutdinov, Duc Guyen Cuu, Viet Trung Tran, Kien Nguyen, Patrick Penninckx, Danilo Ballotta, Andrès Finguerut, Alessandra Liquori 

O’Neil, Daniela Salvati, Arthur T. Dean, Susan R. Thau, Giovanni Tamburino, Kjell Erik Oie, Viktor Ivanov, Jeffrey Lee, Zili Sloboda, Giovanna Campello, 

Yea - Rin Cha, Giovanni Tamburino, West Huddleston, Robert G. Rancourt, Douglas B. Marlowe, Lindsay Wood, Kevin Sabet, Raymond Yans, Jonathan 

Lucas, Yury Fedotov, Gilberto Gerra, Roberto Arbitrio 

Partecipating Delegations 
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Bureau 

Yury Fedotov 

Executive Director of the United Nations 

Office on Drugs and Crime 

Giovanni Serpelloni 

Capo Dipartimento Politiche Antidroga 

Presidenza del Consiglio dei Ministri 

Jonathan Lucas 

Director of the United Nations 

Interregional Crime and Justice Research 
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INCB Head: Raymond Yans 
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In collaboration with:   
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Thank you for your 

attention 

Giovanni Serpelloni – M.D. 
Head Antidrugs Policy Department 
 
 
g.serpelloni@governo.it 


